
The School District of Palm Beach County 
Celebrates International Dot Day

International Dot Day  is a global celebration of creativity, courage, and collaboration which began with a teacher, 
Terry  Shay, who introduced his classroom to the book  The Dot by  Peter H. Reynolds on September 15, 2009. 
The Dot is the story  of a caring teacher who dares a doubting student to trust in her own abilities by  being brave 
enough to “make her mark.” 

Celebrate the creativity  in yourself and your students by  participating in International Dot Day anytime during the 
week of September 15, 2013. Allow time during the day  for your students to explore making their own dots to 
show how they plan to leave their mark on the world. Learning activities may include:

• Read the book as a “read-aloud.” This aligns with Reader’s Workshop for those schools going 
through this program. This works with secondary  subject in social studies or science.  ( RL.4.1, 
RL.8.1,RL.11-12.1)

• Creating a dot on paper, canvas, concrete, wood, or virtually  using resources you have in your 
classroom. Don’t forget to take pictures or video of your dots as we will capture the day with a 
“dot”-cumentary.

• Write a short essay  on how students could or would leave a mark on the world with their dots as 
illustrations. Have students record themselves reading their essays or sharing them on your 
Edline pages. (W4.3, W.8.3a, W.11-12.3) (Marzano Domain 1 DQ2, DQ3, DQ5)

• Create a movie trailer or “dot”-cumentary  of your own using Movie Maker or iMovie to post to the 
Vodcast server. ( RL.4.1, RL.8.1,RL.11-12.1) (Marzano Domain 1 DQ2, DQ3, DQ5)

• Create a song or rap collaboration of how they  plan to leave their mark on the world and 
showcase their dots. (SL.4.1, SL.8.1, SL.11-12.1) (Marzano Domain 1 DQ2, DQ3, DQ5)

• Reach out and touch a class outside your school and share ideas of dots and how to make their 
mark on the world.

How to Get Started
1. Go to http://www.thedotclub.org/dotday/  or scan the QR code to 

register for the free event. 
2. Download the free Educator’s Handbook for International Dot Day.
3. Check out The Dot from your library media center.
4. Visit http://www.thedotclub.org/dotday/  or scan the QR code to see 

ideas of how others around the world are celebrating Dot Day and 
leaving their mark on the world.

5. Celebrate creativity on Dot Day.
6. Share your pictures of dots, essays, and videos with Department of Educational Technology.



Resources
Teachers can receive free resources and ideas by registering at 
http://www.thedotclub.org/dotday/. One of the free resources is a 
downloadable free Educator’s Handbook for International Dot 
Day. 

Here are some links to find ideas for how to integrate International 
Dot Day:

• Learn more with resources about Dot Day: http://www.thedotclub.org/dotday/ 
• Resource Guide: http://www.fablevisionlearning.com/pdfs/fablevision_dot_day_handbook.pdf 
• The Dot (English) video: http://goo.gl/BVN80T  
• The Dot (Spanish) El Punto  video: http://goo.gl/ZO475e  
• The Dot (Portuguese) O Ponto video: http://goo.gl/TJXAyx  
• PBC Dot Day Central: http://goo.gl/dWRXM5 


