
Mark Twain (Samuel Langhorn Clemens) 
(1835-1910)

To many he was one of America's celebrated literary giants. To this day he still inspires, 
entertains and delights readers all around the world with his wry wit, profound reflections, 
detailed characters and enticing tales and stories.
Check out the constellation to learn all about the vices, virtues and motivational interests that 
made up this complex man.

Children:

Twain had three daughters (Susy, Clara, and Jean) who were the perfect audience for his tall 
tales.

Bedtime stories took on a whole new meaning as the Clemens girls were encouraged to add on, 
interject and participate in the telling of the tale their father would begin and , most of the time, 
never finish.

Cigars:

"No one can tell me what is a good cigar -- for me. I am the only judge. People who claim to 
know say that I smoke the worst cigars in the world."*

* Twain, Mark, Concerning Tobacco, ©1893, 1992

Steamboats:

The young Sam Clemens learned all about piloting a 
steamboat up and down the Mississippi River and would 
have stayed on with that profession had not the Civil War 
made his career choice a bit dangerous for his taste.

Clemens' pen name Mark Twain is steamboat lingo for two 
fathoms(12 feet) of water, which means the pilot can 
journey safely on the river without running the boat over 
shallow water or sudden land croppings.
Halley's Comet:

This famous celestial object was in the night sky when 
Mark Twain was born and returned to Earth when Twain 
passed away.

Twain revelled in the realization of comparing his lifespan to that of the comet's seventy-six year 
system orbit: 
"Now here are these two unaccountable freaks; they came in together, they must go out 
together."*

*Mark Twain's Autobiography
Reading:



"It is so unsatisfactory to read a noble passage and have no one you love at hand to share the 
happiness with you. And it is unsatisfactory to read to one's self anyhow- for the uttered voice so 
heightens the expression."*

* Clemens, Clara, My Father Mark Twain
Writing:

Being a person of strong convictions and opinions, Sam Clemens needed a release for his 
fertile imagination. Surviving as a journalist during the settling of the old, wild west helped 
launch his career as a writer.

Adopting the pen name of Mark Twainenabled him to express his sharp, biting wit and still be 
accepted into "polite society."
Gospel Music:

Even though radio and recording devices were just being invented at the end of Twain's life, 
when he did partake of music it was a song styling rooted in gospel. The tunes calmed him and 
reminded him of the innocence of his youth near the banks of the Mississippi river.

Gospel music was heard as Twain lay dying in his bed.
Boyhood memories:

Mark Twain grew up in the town of Hannibal, Missouri. A sleepy, little community even by the 
standards of the 1840s. It was here that young Sam Clemens experienced the existence that 
was retold in his books Tom Sawyer and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.
Traveling:

As with any writer, traveling opened up new vistas of awareness for Twain. He designated 
himself "A citizen of the world". His journeys served as the inspiration for many a novel such as 
Life On The Misissippi, Roughing It, The Innocents Abroad, and Following The Equator.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness, and many of our people need it 
sorely on these accounts. Broad, wholesome, charitable views of men and things cannot be 
acquired by vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one's lifetime." *

* Twain, Mark, The Innocents Abroad
Olivia Langdon:

Twain's wife for 34 years. She was a great motivator in his life when it came to his writing. When 
he would finish a manuscript he would pass it on to her for approval to see whether or not it was 
ready for sending it on to the publisher. Livy, as Twain referred to her, had a great influence on 
such books as Tom Sawyer and The Adventures of Hucklebery Finn.

Twain's comment on Olivia when he glimpsed his future wife-to-be:
"I saw her in the form of an ivory miniature in her brother Charley's stateroom in the steamer 
Quaker City, in the Bay of Smyrna, in the summer of 1867, when she was in her twenty-second 
year"*



* Kaplan, Justin, Mr. Clemens and Mark Twain, Simon and Schuster, NY, 1966, p.52
Typesetter Machine:

Twain was fascinated by the mechanical marvels of his time. Inventor James W. Paige's device 
that could arrange text for printing much faster than a human being enticed Twain to invest a lot 
of time and money that eventually bankrupted him.

The device was impractically designed and other typesetters proved far superior. Twain realized 
this too late and his obsession almost forced him into the poor house!
Publishing:

After years of having his written word seen in print, Mark Twain took the bold leap into 
publishing. He felt as though he would have more creative control over his works.

As a writer he also sympathized and helped out those struggling authors in whom he saw great 
potential.
Mississippi River:

This huge, winding, complex passage of water not only served as the backdrop of Mark Twain's 
boyhood memories but it also became a metaphor for the journey that was his life.
Billiards:

Shooting a game of pool always helped the author to unwind and relax, especially when he 
found himself tensed up due to writer's block.


